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‘Water Education for Teachers

In September 2005, new standards were adopted into the
Vermont Science Framework addressing Natural Resources
and Agriculture:

www.state.vt.us/educ/new/pdfdoc/pgm_curriculum/
science/anr_standard_716_rev_0905.pdf

Vermont educators looking for opportunities to address
these standards through studies of forests and forest
habitats have a variety of programs from which they can
get ideas, assistance and training. Here is a sampler:

Teacher Training Opportunities:

Vermont Project Learning Tree

Project Learning Tree uses trees and forests as a focus on environmental concepts. General information
about Project Learning Tree is at www.plt.org. Guides containing activities and ideas for teachers and
youth leaders are offered free through facilitated six-hour workshops. Secondary PLT materials include
“Forest Ecology,” “Solid Waste,” “Place Where We Live,” and "Environmental Risk.” Secondary work-
shops run from 2-4 hours. Workshops are held in state parks (summer only), or hosted by schools or com-
munity organizations. For upcoming workshops, e-mail ginger.anderson@state.vt.us. More information on
PLT in Vermont is available at www.vtfpr.org/coned/pltguides.cfm

Vermont Projects WILD, Aquatic WILD and WET

Sister programs to PLT, these interdisciplinary programs use a similar workshop format to offer activ-

ity guides. While the focus is not specifically on forests, units deal with watersheds, habitats and forest
resource issues in these guides. Get more information about WET at www.vtwaterquality.org or find
out about WILD and Aquatic WILD at www.projectwild.org. In addition, PLT and WILD are offered at
a weeklong course, Wildlife Management for Educators at Buck Lake Conservation Camp each July. Find
out more about this program or about WILD workshops at fwinformation@state.vt.us

Walk in the Forest

Vermont Woodlands Association and its members work in partnership with Project Learning Tree, Society
of American Foresters, Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Associated Industries of Vermont, and VT Dept. of
Forests, Parks and Recreation on workshops for teachers that offer hands-on activities for use in a class-
room or in the forest. Activities are noted for teaching students how to think about the environment, not
what to think. For more information contact kwanner@vermontwoodlands.org







